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THE AMENDED CHARTER. 

M A E C H 19 , 1 9 0 2 . 

CHAPTER 1 8 1 OF T H E LAWS OF 1 9 0 2 . 

A N A C T to amend chapter one hundred and ninety-seven of the laws of 
eighteen hundred and eighteen, entitled "An act to incorporate the Lyceum 
of Natural History in the City of New York," a Corporation now known as 
The New York Academy of Sciences and to extend the powers of said 
Corporation. 

(Became a law March 1 9 , 1 9 0 2 , with the approval of the Governor. 
Passed, three-fifths being present.) 

TL· Peopk of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows: 

SECTION I. The Corporation incorporated by chapter one hundred 
and ninety-seven of the laws of eighteen hundred and eighteen, entitled 
"An act to incorporate the Lyceum of Natural History in the City of New 
York," and formerly known by that name, but now known as The New 
York Academy of Sciences through change of name pursuant to order made 
by the supreme court at the city and county of New York, on January fifth, 
eighteen hundred and seventy-six, is hereby authorized and empowered to 
raise money for, and to erect and maintain, a building in the city of New 
York for its use, and in which also at its option other scientific societies may 
be admitted and have their headquarters upon such terms as said Corpora
tion may make with them, portions of which building may be also rented 
out by said Corporation for any lawful uses for the purpose of obtaining 
income for the maintenance of such building and for the promotion of the 
objects of the Corporation; to establish, own, equip, and administer a public 
library, and a museum having especial reference to scientific subjects; 
to pubUsh communications, transactions, scientific works, and periodicals; 
to give scientific instruction by lectures or otherwise; to encourage the 
advancement of scientific research and discovery, by gifts of money, prizes, 
or other assistance thereto. The building, or rooms, of said Corporation 
in the city of New York used exclusively for library or scientific purposes 
shall be subject to the provisions and be entitled to the benefits of sub
division seven of section four of chapter nine hundred and eight of the laws 
of eighteen hundred and ninety-six, as amended. 

SECTION II . The said Corporation shall from time to time forever 
hereafter have power to make, constitute, ordain, and estabhsh such by-laws 
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and regulations as it shall judge proper for the election of its officers; for 
prescribing their respective functions, and the mode of discharging the same; 
for the admission of new members; for the government of officers and 
members thereof; for collecting dues and contributions towards the funds 
thereof; for regulating the times and places of meeting of said Corporation; 
for suspending or expelling such members as shall neglect or refuse to comply 
with the by-laws or regulations, and for managing or directing the affairs 
or concerns of the said Corporation: and may from time to time alter or 
modify its constitution, by-laws, rules, and regulations. 

SECTION III . The officers of the said Corporation shall consist of a 
president and two or more vice-presidents, a corresponding secretary, a 
recording secretary, a treasurer, and such other officers as the Corporation 
may judge necessary; who shall be chosen in the manner and for the terms 
prescribed by the constitution of the said Corporation. 

SECTION IV. The present constitution of the said Corporation shall, 
after the passage of this act, continue to be the constitution thereof until 
amended as herein provided. Such constitution as may be adopted by a 
vote of not less than three-quarters of such resident members and fellows 
of the said New York Academy of Sciences as shall be present at a meeting 
thereof, called by the Recording Secretary for that purpose, within forty 
days after the passage of this act, by written notice duly mailed, postage 
prepaid, and addressed to each fellow and resident member at least ten days 
before such meeting, at his last known place of residence, with street and 
number when known, which meeting shall be held within three months 
after the passage of this act, shall be thereafter the constitution of the said 
New York Academy of Sciences, subject to alteration or amendment in the 
manner provided by such constitution. 

SECTION V. The said Corporation shall have power to consolidate, 
to unite, to co-operate, or to ally itself with any other society or association 
in the city of New York organized for the promotion of the knowledge or 
the study of any science, or of research therein, and for this purpose to 
receive, hold, and administer real and personal property for the uses of such 
consolidation, union, co-operation, or alliance subject to such terms and 
regulations as may be agreed upon with such associations or societies. 

SECTION VI. This act shall take effect immediately. 

STATE OF N E W Y O R K , 

O F F I C E OF T H E SECRETARY OF STATE. 

I have compared the preceding with the original law on file in this office, 
and do hereby certify that the same is a correct transcript therefrom, and 
the whole of said original law. 
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Given under my hand and the seal of office of the Secretary of State, at 
the city of Albany, .this eighth day of April, in the year one thousand nine 
hundred and two. 

J O H N T . MCDONOUGH, 

Secretary of State. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ADOPTED, A P R I L 2 4 , 1 9 0 2 , AND AMENDED AT SUBSEQUENT T I M E S . 

ARTICLE I. The name of tfiis Corporation shall be The New York 
Academy of Sciences. Its objects shall be the advancement and diffusion 
of scientific knowledge, and the center of its activities shall be in the City of 
New York. 

ARTICLE II . The Academy shall consist of five classes of members, 
namely: Active Members, Fellows, Associate Members, Corresponding 
Members and Honorary Members. Active Members shall be the members 
of the Corporation who live in or near the City of New York, or who, having 
removed to a distance, desire to retain their connection with the Academy. 
Fellows shall be chosen from the Active Members in virtue of their scientific 
attainments. Corresponding and Honorary Members shall be chosen from 
among the men of science of the world who have attained distinction as 
investigators. The number of Corresponding Members shall not exceed 
two hundred, and the number of Honorary Members shall not exceed fifty. 

ARTICLE HI . None but Fellows and Active Members who have paid 
their dues up to and including the last fiscal year shall be entitled to vote or 
to hold office in the Academy. 

ARTICLE IV. The officers of the Academy shall be a President, as many 
Vice-Presidents as there are sections of the Academy, a Corresponding 
Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, a librarian, an Editor, six 
elected Councilors and one additional Councilor from each allied society 
or association. The annual election shall be held on the third Monday in 
December, the officers then chosen to take office at the first meeting in 
January following. 

There shall also be elected at the same time a Finance Committee of three. 
ARTICLE V. The officers named in Article IV shall constitute a Council, 

which shall be the executive body of the Academy with general control over 
its affairs, including the power to fill ad interim any vacancies that may 
occur in the offices. Past Presidents of the Academy shall be ex-officio 
members of the Council. 

ARTICLE VI. Societies organized for the study of any branch of science 


